CHAPTER VIII
THEORIES OF COLOR VISION

46.   Recorded writings,  centuries before the be-
ginning of the Christian era, contain speculations on
the visual process.     Alemseon, Empedocles, Aristotle,

Democritus, Anaxagoras, Plato, and Diogenes are
among the early writers and philosophers who pre-
sented views on the nature of light and colors and
on the process of vision. However, their specula-
tions which can hardly be considered otherwise,
owing to lack of experimental data are of little
value since the modern development of the sciences.
Color vision is largely physiological and psychologi-
cal. The process of vision involves the physical
cause, the physiological retinal process, and the psy-
chological elements in the experience of sensations.
As the knowledge of the three sciences involved in
the process of color vision developed, theories of
color vision became more intricate* In fact the vari-
ous theories which are given credence at the present
time are found on strict analysis to include in vary-
ing degrees the physiologic process of vision, color
vision, and the nature of perception, A theory of
color vision must include all the foregoing factors,
yet the dominating influence of one of these is usually
perceptible in a given theory* In this chapter it is
proposed to set forth briefly the latest theories which
pertain to the subject of color vision,

47.   Young-Helmholtz   Theory, -.....Thomas   Young

is credited with the  conception  of the  three-color contra-
